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Repair of Wells Restores Quality of Life in Eritrea

ASMARA, Eritrea—For Terhas Habte, a 30-
year-old Eritrean mother of six, spending six 
hours a day carrying water from a source 
several kilometers away was a vexing 
reminder of the 1998–2000 Ethiopian inva
sion that drove her family out of Mai Aini 
town in the Debub region. 

U.S. funding of a UNICEF project to 
restore wells throughout southern Eritrea 
made an enormous difference to Terhas, her 
family, and others rebuilding their homes and 
lives. 

When Terhas and 3,000 other inhabitants 
returned to Mai Aini after the war, they found 
the borehole that was the town’s sole source 
of clean water vandalized and its pumping 
equipment looted. 

In the neighboring town of Tsorona, 
people came home to find two boreholes dis
abled and a well filled with stones. 

Townspeople had to choose between using 
water from open wells contaminated by vil
lage runoff and making constant trips, often 
with their livestock, to water points. For 
women and children who are traditionally 
responsible for carrying water, this was a ter
rible burden. 

Eritrea has also been parched by drought, 
bringing a sharp rise in the number of 
severely malnourished children throughout 
the region, ordinarily the country’s bread-
basket. 

USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance provided $1.35 million so 
UNICEF could fix or drill wells in 13 vil-
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lages and towns, six in the zone once occu
pied by Ethiopian troops. The work benefited 
about 43,000 people. The number will 
increase when people return to other badly 
damaged towns, such as Om Hajer. 

The USAID-UNICEF project 

means that Mai Aini now has 

three water points and Tsorona 

has six. 
At a July 1 ceremony marking the opening 

of the new water sources, Mission Director 
Jatinder K. Cheema expressed satisfaction 
that USAID could help with some of the 
urgent humanitarian needs of the border 
region and “foster the transition from relief 
to development.” 

Dr. Cheema noted that USAID is spending 
more on water and sanitation upgrades in 
Eritrea than most other programs in sub-
Saharan Africa in 2003. 

U.S. Ambassador Donald McConnell also 
attended the ceremony. Mai Aini’s women 
dressed in their finest to celebrate the free-
flowing clean water. 

Even while pregnant, Terhas had traveled 
for two and a half hours to the nearest source 
of relatively safe water. She then waited in 
line for up to four hours to fill her containers 
before starting the long march home, where 
her children were left alone. She was the sole 
parent at home because her husband was 
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Women and children of the Eritrean town of Mai Aini draw water from one of three water sources 
restored or established through USAID funding of a UNICEF project. 

mobilized at the outbreak of war with 
Ethiopia in 1998. 

Previously, the open wells dug by villagers 
in the seasonal river basin were always 
crowded and infested with malaria-carrying 
mosquitoes. As a result, Terhas and her 
family suffered from frequent bouts of 

malaria and waterborne diseases, and from 
scarcity of water and family time. Now that 
there is clean water in Mai Aini, she has more 
time to take care of her family. ★ 
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Sports Help Break Cycle of Violence in Jamaica

KINGSTON, Jamaica—When the murder rate 
in Jamaica soared recently, one of most dan
gerous districts was Grants Pen in Kingston, 
a crowded, inner city neighborhood of 7,000 
with sharp turf boundaries, gang rivalry, and 
tensions between residents and the police. 

But a $3 million Peace and Prosperity 

Project provided by USAID is helping 
change life in Grants Pen. Residents are 
learning to reduce violence through media
tion and cultivate skills that have helped 
many find private sector jobs or set up their 
own businesses. 

The work involves the Jamaican 
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Grants Pen soccer teams line up and show of
defused local tensions. 

f their new uniforms. The USAID-sponsored competition has 

Constabulary Force, the Dispute Resolution 
Foundation, several educational facilities, the 
private sector, churches, and community 
groups. 

The first major breakthrough came with a 
community sports day that brought together 
more than 500 Grants Pen residents, 
including some from Morgan’s Lane, which 
has the worst reputation for violence. 
Though no police or security personnel 
were present, the day went by without inci
dent. 

The event had such an impact that resi
dents of Morgan’s Lane signed a peace 
treaty with the rest of the community that 
was commemorated by the painting of a 
mural. 

Since then, much more progress has been 
made. Recognizing how sports brought the 
community together, leaders of area 
churches won approval for a USAID-sup
ported community-wide soccer competition. 

It brought together more than 500 boys and 
young men, aged 10–19, who were taught 
soccer, along with vital social skills on and 
off the field. 

“I saw the USAID program as a godsend,” 
says the Reverend Ian Muirhead, who headed 
the competition. “What USAID has done is 
to give us an avenue to help heal the com
munity and to help our children.” 

The ministers, coaches, parents, partici
pants, and many others living and working in 
Grants Pen have all learned from these sports 

training events. 
“You would not believe the response we 

are getting,” said Norris Jackson, a commu
nity leader. “Before this program, people 
were very skeptical. Now they are beginning 
to believe.” 

“There is a lot more to do. But 

we are seeing change everyday 

and people are now living in 

hope. What is most important 

is that the community is 

coming together to determine 

its future.” 
NORRIS JACKSON 

Even the business community is paying 
attention: some merchants are returning to 
Grants Pen, and those already there are 
investing more in the community. 

The USAID project supports Jamaican 
government plans to reduce crime and 
foster better community and police rela
tions. USAID and the government are 
working to create a model community 
service center. ★ 
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Denise Lawrence, USAID/Jamaica, contributed to this 

article. 


